
 
 
ANURENDRA JEGADEVA (B.1965) 

Anurendra Jegadeva is regarded as one of Malaysia’s leading contemporary artists for his 
poetic yet provocative socio-political works. A narrative artist, painter of stories, he believes 
in the enduring power of the painted image, and has worked consistently to forge an 
effective approach to contemporary and historical themes. 

Based in both Malaysia and Australia, his works stem from a personal response to or 
experience of his subject - whether the post-colonial realities of multi-cultural Malaysia, 
Asian immigrant life in Australia or the war in Iraq on his TV screen, weaving an 
autobiographical layer into the complex reality he seeks to capture. 

Through his mix media art, he examines the ironies in contemporary life and probes the 
issue of cultural integration vis-à-vis the fusion of modern and traditional values. In the 
process, Anurendra Jegadeva employs a panoply of narrative tools - recurring motifs, colour 
symbolism, the framing devices of temple carvers and stain-glass makers as well as comic 
book artists - the vocabulary of a multifarious existence.  

His latest solo exhibition ‘On the Way to The Airport – New Keepsakes’ was held at Wei-Ling 
Contemporary, Kuala Lumpur, in 2017. Inspired by his return to Australia, he draws attention 
to migration as part of current world issues. In 2016, he also presented a solo exhibition at 
Wei-Ling Contemporary called ‘The Kings of Wishful Thinking’. In 2015, he presented a solo 
project at the Art Basel Hongkong entitled ‘YESTERDAY, IN A PADDED ROOM…’. In 2018, 
Anurendra Jegadeva was part of two important group shows, which are ‘Teh Tarik with The 
Flag’ at The National Visual Arts Gallery of Malaysia and ‘Seen’ at Wei-Ling Contemporary, 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Anurendra Jegadeva was one of four Malaysian artists to represent Malaysia at the country’s 
first ever National Pavilion at the 58th International Art Exhibition - La Biennale di Venezia in 
2019.  
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