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ALYA HATTA (B. 1999)

Alya Hatta’s multicoloured paintings take us to moments that are personal to her. Currently taking her
Master’s degree in painting at the Royal College of Art, most of the scenes depicted are of her life in
London for the past 5 years. Thus, the questions of displacement, diaspora, and representation of her
Asian identity are often addressed. In fact, the title of the series itself, ‘Always Greener’ (2021) draws
from the famous saying that “the grass is always greener on the other side”, referring to her own
migration to a foreign land. Dialoguing with her large-scale paintings are tiny canvas paintings which
are stretched onto found objects such as a Panadol packaging, breaking the myth of what a painting
should be. Alya’s attempt in expressing personal experiences and the notion of secrecy also gives birth
to a set of small and intimate pencil drawings on paper. For the first time, we see Alya’s personage
occupying the physical space of the audience in the form of a soft sculpture. With features that reflect
the stereotypical appearance of an Asian woman, her body appears deconstructed and displaced.
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2023 MA Painting, Royal College of Art, London, United Kingdom
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